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079853 

R 192120Z SEP 74 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY BRIDGETOWN 

UNCLAS STATE 206825 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR 

SUBJECT: TAX EXEMPTION FOR RESIDENCE OF DCM - 

US-UK CONSULAR CONVENTION 

REF: (A) BRIDGETOWN 1417; (B) STATE 10317 

1. REF (A) REQUESTED DEPARTMENT S FURTHER ADVICE CONCERNING 
EFFORTS OF THE EMBASSY TO SECURE FROM GOB TAX EXEMPTION 
FOR RESIDENCE OF PROPERTY OCCUPIED BY DCM. NOTE WHICH 
EMBASSY SENT TO MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS STATED THAT 
PREVIOUS OCCUPANT OF PROPERTY WAS CONSULAR OFFICER TO WHOM 
GOB HAD EXTENDED EXEQUATUR AND THAT CURRENT RESIDENT WOULD 
"BE ENTITLED TO THE RANK OF CONSUL" AND THAT, THEREFORE, 

THE PROPERTY WAS ENTITLED TO A TAX EXEMPTION UNDER TERMS OF 
ARTICLE 12 OF US-UK CONSULAR CONVENTION. 

2. ARTICLE 12 OF THE US-UK CONSULAR CONVENTION EXTENDS AN 
EXEMPTION FROM REAL ESTATE TAXES TO LAND AND BUILDINGS HELD 
BY OR ON BEHALF OF THE SENDING STATE FOR THE PURPOSE, INTER 
ALIA, OF A RESIDENCE FOR CONSULAR OFFICERS OR EMPLOYEES. 

A CONSULAR OFFICER IS DEFINED IN ARTICLE 2, PARAGRAPH 6, OF 
THE CONVENTION AS "ANY PERSON WHO IS GRANTED AND EXEQUATUR 
OF PROVISIONAL OR OTHER AUTHORIZATION BY THE APPROPRIATE 
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3. IT IS NOT CLEAR FROM THE INFORMATION SUPPLIED BY THE 
EMBASSY WHETHER THE CURRENT OCCUPANT OF THE PREMISES IN 

QUESTION HAS BEEN ACCORDED OFFICIAL CONSULAR STATUS BY 
THE GOB. IT IS ALSO UNCLEAR FROM THE GOB RESPONSIVE NOTE 
AS TO THE BASIS FOR THEIR DENIAL OF EMBASSY'S REQUEST FOR 
A TAX EXEMPTION. EMBASSY IS THEREFORE REQUESTED TO INFORM 
DEPARTMENT WHETHER PRESENT DCM HAS BEEN OFFICIALLY NOTI- 
FIED TO AND ACCEPTED BY THE GOB AS A CONSULAR, VIS A VIS 
DIPLOMATIC, OFFICER. IF SO, THEN THIS INFORMATION SHOULD 
BE RECOMMUNICATED TO THE GOB VIA A DIPLOMATIC NOTE RELYING 
UPON US/UK CONSULAR CONVENTION, WHICH, IN DEPARTMENT'S 
VIEW, GUARANTEES A TAX EXEMPTION FOR THE RESIDENTIAL 
PREMISES OF AN OFFICAILLY RECOGNIZED CONSULAR OFFICER. IT 
IS NOT REPEAT NOT DEPARTMENT'S VIEW THAT MERELY BECAUSE A 
DIPLOMATIC OFFICER IS ENTITLED TO THE RANK 

OF CONSUL BASED UPON POSITION HIS OWN GOVERNMENT, THE RECEIV- 
ING STATE MUST GRANT A TAX EXEMPTION FOR HIS RESIDENCE UN- 
DER THE US-UK CONSULAR CONVENTION. 

4. THE DEPARTMENT WILL COMMUNICATE ANY FURTHER ADVICE AS 
NECESSARY. KISSINGER 
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Film Number: D740263-1133 
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Review Comment: n/a 
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